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On Feb. 18, the domestic news agency Agencia de Informacion Nacional (AIN) and Radio Rebelde
reported that the Cuban and Chinese governments had finalized a trade protocol for 1992. Under
the agreement, Cuba will export nickel, sugar, citrus fruit, and medical products, such as interferon.
Chinese exports to Cuba include foodstuffs, medicines, spare parts for the sugar industry, fans and
bicycles. No quantities or values were reported. Reuter cited unidentified diplomats in Havana
as saying that the two nations probably renegotiated an accord for between 800,000 and 1 million
metric tons of sugar. Nickel was included for the first time in Chinese-Cuban bilateral trade. The
AIN report said the 1992 protocol also covered economic cooperation but did not specify individual
projects. Bilateral trade has increased steadily in recent years to over US$500 million per annum.
In 1991, Peking approved a special loan for Cuba toward the purchase of nearly 1 million bicycles.
[Basic data from AIN, Radio Rebelde (Cuba), Reuter, Agence France-Presse, Spanish news service
EFE, 02/18/92; Inter Press Service, 02/19/92]
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